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Pick of the week: We have
good news for those who
don't live near a Deborah
Sweeney stockist. The
Wellington designer’s new
online store
(deborahsweeney.com) has
just gone live. And on
November 1, Sweeney is
launching Little Sweeney - a
line for kids aged O to 2,
inspired by her son, Lars,
aged seven months. Little
Sweeney will only be
available online.
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What's hot: Salasai and
OPSM, who
collaborated at New
Zealand Fashion Week.
A stylistic highlight of
the week, models
sported Chloe-like hair
L_| and foreheads
decorated with gold
leaf. OPSM eyewear perfectly completed
the look for Salasai's “army of grace”.
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What's not: These
guys won the
European Beard
and Moustache
Championships in
Austria. While we
applaud them for
their efforts, we sincerely hope that this
extreme styling won't become a trend -
the amount of young men sporting
moustaches at the moment is disturbing
enough without the addition of styling
wax.

Best foot forward: Bobux has given all
of its environmentally friendly packaging
a makeover, which was launched with its
new range of kids'
footwear for spring
on October 1.
Endorsed by
podiatrists, the Kiwi
brand specialises in
flash footwear for
kids that supports
and helps the
healthy development of little feet. Styles
include these cute soft-sole Rose Bee
shoes ($38). They also do i-walk shoes
for outdoor wear. bobux.com

Accessory of the week: These Prada
sunglasses
($469.90) have

M. our vote this

& G/ week, particularly

as they come in

spring’s prettiest
shade, blush pink. They're pricey but
limited edition. Only seven pairs
nationwide — one pair per store,
available from Sunglass Hut. Be in quick
— they drop this week.

On shore: Design and
the digital revolution are
the hot topics for the
FINZ (Fashion Industry
New Zealand) Fashion
Without Borders
conference tomorrow at
the AUT Conference Centre, Auckland.
Speakers include Robert Buckingham
(founder of the Melbourne Fashion
Festival and consultant for London’s
premier global trend forecasting studio,
The Future Laboratory); Donna Bradley
of WGSN; and Sebastian Marino
(pictured) of Weta Digital and 77 Pieces,
who will be speaking about digital film
and fashion design. finz.co.nz

Off shore: Emma Thompson is the
latest in the long line of celebrities who
love Trelise Cooper. Thompson wore an
outfit by Cooper for the unveiling of her
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
recently. Other fans include Julia
Roberts, Liv Tyler, Catherine Zeta Jones
and Miranda Kerr.
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Carolyn Enting
documented New
York stylist Derek
Warburton's
outfits over New
Zealand Fashion
Week, along with
his fun fashion
philosophy that
brings out the
inner fabulous.

OT many people can pull off wearing
a duvet as a jacket but Derek
Warburton can. He turned up to the
Huffer show at New Zealand Fashion
Week in one he bought earlier that
day. The invitation said to dress warmly.

His pompom head band reminds me of a
matador and the duvet of a matador’s cape,
though it’s big, white and pufty with gold
motifs, rather than red. More kingly than
sporty, but most importantly it’s fun.

It’s the last of a series of outfits that I've
photographed Warburton wearing
throughout the week.

Each day he’s turned up in labels - Jil
Sander, Gucci shirt, Fendi, YSL, Sonia
Rykiel, Comme des Garcons and Stella
McCartney. What’s great is that most of it is
vintage, and therefore affordable and
accessible; it’s stuff he’s picked up in second
hand and thrift stores.

Yet while Warburton loves fashion, he
also loves helping people. It comes, he says,
from having been brought up less than
privileged. The earliest lesson he learned was
that there are always people out there who
can help you, and if you are willing, you can
use that to turn your life around.

His parents divorced when he was 10
years old and the next five years (until the
day he left at 15) were “financially and
mentally challenging”. His lowest point was
when he was 13 and living with his Mum in
the woods with a tent and a 16ft (4.9-metre)
trailer with no electricity or running water.

Home alone one day, a fire broke out that
destroyed the few belongings they had. He
was blamed for his lack of responsibility and
letting things get out of control. Heartbroken
he ran away. When he returned days later he
discovered a programme linked to the fire
department that helped families in need had
provided clothing, along with many other
services. The incident was the catalyst.

Wednesday night Thursday night

Thursday

Within six months he and his mother were in
a home.

His website dereklovesshopping.com is a
lifestyle destination guide to help, teach,
inspire, love and have fun. It features
lifestyle topics, home DIYs, beauty how to’s,
street style and a quirky daily feature called
“Budgalicious” which shows women of all
ages how to shop on a budget but still look
fabulous.

He also holds “How to be Derek Fabulous”
workshops at the Bottomless Closet, New
York where he teaches women in need how
to get back into the work force. He’s been
running the workshops for two years and
helped more than 400 women.

And the the highlight of Fashion Week?
Not Adrian Hailwood, Zambesi, World or
Jimmy D -though he did love them - but
speaking at the North Shore’s YMCA “Walk
the Line” show produced by teens involved
in the Raise Up programme.

Warburton regularly appears on NBC’s
The 10! Show, and Daytime as the resident
fashion expert. He also appears in the third
season of The Real
Housewives of New
York City.

As America’s,
and “now the
World’s GBB (Gay
Best Friend)”,
Warburton
concentrates on
helping women
“because they are
the ones left behind
so often” and “T've
been taken care of
by women my
entire life and now
I want to give back
to them”.

“I feel the world
has low self-esteem
now but when the
economy is bad it’s
time to live your
dreams. You're

going to be broke
no matter what so
why not do
Friday, above, and something you
Friday night, left love.”

DEREK’S TOP TIPS TO LOOKING FABULOUS

»Buy basics at very end of the season.

» The best time to buy black and darker colours is the end of summer because that's when
they're the least expensive and most versatile.

» At end of winter buy the chunky things because the chunks never leave. Find least
expensive for best quality.

»Check out the discount stores for jewellery and coats because the least shopped items
always go on sale.

»Visit thrift and vintage stores because everyone can buy High St. If you have hot belt
and vintage accessories you're not going to see yourself walking down the street and
vintage gives you personal style and originality.

»Shop at fairs to get something that is really individual.

»You will only ever look spectacular if all you ever own is spectacular.



